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ATfiendmeiits to the Claims: 

27. (New) A method of forming a superabsoibent, water-resistant coating on the 
surface of an article conq)ris]iig: 

a) preparing an aqueous liquid coating composition comprising; a water- 
soluble superabsorbent polymer precursor in aqueous solution, a binder 
in aqueous solution, an optional viscosity-modifying agent, and an 
optional lubricant; 

b) applying said liquid coating composition to the surface of the article to 
form a liquid coating; and 

c) diying and curing the liquid coating composition on flie surface of the 
article to form a water-absorbing, water-resistant coating of 
superabsorbent polymer that absorbs wata when it is wetted and 
desorbs water when it is dried. 

28. (New) The method ofclaim 27, wherein the step ofapplying the liquid coating 
composition to the surface of the article comprises contacting the liquid 
coating con^sition with the surface of the article to fonn a layer of liquid 
coating over the entire surface of the article. 

29. (New) The metfiod of claim 27, wherein said polymer precursor is selected 
from the group consisting of anionic alkali salts and alkali metal salts of said 
superabsorbent polymer precursor. 

30. (New) The method of claim 29, wherein said polymer precursor is a 
polyaoylate polymer precursor. 

3 1 . (New) The method of claim 27, \rfierein said binder is a fihn-fomiing binder. 
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32. (New) The method of claim 30, wherein said binder is s lected the group 



33. (New) The method of claim 30, wh^in said viscosity-modifying agent is a 
polyacrylamide. 

34. (New) The method of claim 30, wherein said step of preparing said aqueous 
liquid coating con^sition further includes adding at least one wetting agent 

3. (Canceled Herein) Tbo oooting oompoaition of olaim 2 4 , further compri s ing a 
visco s ity ^ modifying ttgont. 

5. (Canceled Herein) Th e coating compo s ition of oloim 2 4 , fuithcar oomprioing a 
hibrioant. 

6^ (Canceled Herein) The coating oompQoilk>n of oloim 2 4 , further comprising a 

1 0. (Canceled Herein) - Hi^^oating composition of claim 25, furth e r compr i sing a 
w s o es i^ modi - fying - ag e nti? 

1 1 . (Canceled Herein) Tho coating of oloim 25, further compri s ing a lubricant 

20. (Canceled Herein) Th e aqu e ous coating composition ofoloim 26^ whoroin the 
viscosity - modifying agent is soloptod from th e group con s i s ting - of alley! oellulooea, 
aorylamido pol^moro oad - mixtures ther e of. 




consisting of polyesters, polyuredianes, epoxies, latex and mixtures thereof. 



Received froni <> at mm 3:57:54 PM [Eastern Daylight fime] 



3 



JUL 28 2003 16:03 FR 



TO 91703S729311 P. 07/09 



24564B 



24, (Canceled Herein) A coating composition for on ortiolo oomprifling a 
s iq) e rabsorbont water oolubl e polym e r preoureor in aqiioouo qolutionii wher e in Ifa e 
gty orobflorbont wat e r solublo polym e r pr e oursor io a polyaorylato. 

25. (Canceled Herein) A oociting fonn e d on the smfao e s of ft reinforcing artiol e i 
compri s ing ft s up e rabsorbont water oolublo polymoPj - whcroin th e supcrflbsorb e nt wator - 
Dolubl e polymer, aft e r curin gr absorbo up to about 4 00 timeo its initial dry w e ight in v s nter 
whon immorsod in - an aquoouo onvironmont, and dosorba water when th e coating is dri e d> 

(Canceled Herein) An aqueous coating compo s ition ooropri smgt 
a ouporoboorbont polym e fi-wherein s aid sup e rab s orbent polymer i s s e lect e d from 
th e group consiating of anionio alkali flaltB - - and alkali metal galto of o 
sup e rabsoib e nt polymor, 
a viscosity modifying agent; ond 
a binder. 
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